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Volksrust jail and was drafted to work in digging earth, attired in the
prison garb. He was also given the job of a sweeper for some time.
There were about 250 passive resisters in different jails of the Trans-
vaal at this time. From Volksrust jail Gandhi sent a message to his
people: "Keep absolutely firm to the end. Suffering is our remedy.
Victory is certain."
On October 16 a meeting was held in London to protest against
Gandhi's imprisonment. Sir M. Bhownaggree was in the chair and
Messrs. Lajpat Rai, Savarkar, Khaparde, Bepin Chandra Pal and
Dr. AnandaK. Goomaraswamy participated. The assembled Indians
condemned the inhuman treatment meted out to their compatriots
in South Africa.
On Sunday, October 27, Gandhi was transferred from Volksrust
to Johannesburg. When he reached the station, dressed in convict
clothes, marked all over with the broad arrow, he was marched
under heavy guard through the streets, before sundown, carrying his
bundles as any convict would. In the jail Gandhi was lodged in a
ward of dangerous convicts, where he had to keep himself awake
all night. For two days he was brought to the court as a witness,
manacled and handcuffed.
Immediately after his release at the beginning of December,
Gandhi started attending to his legal and political work in Johannes-
burg. On December 10 Kasturbai, who had frequent haemorrhage
for the last three months, underwent an operation in Durban. The
doctor telephoned Gandhi about the patient's serious condition.
Gandhi took the train for Durban and was pained to hear that the
doctor had given beef tea to Kasturbai. He immediately removed
her, who was mere skin and bone, to the Phoenix Settlement in
drizzling rain.
At Phoenix Gandhi put Kasturbai under his own hydropathic
treatment. She had again begun getting haemorrhage. He entreated
her to give up salt and pulses. Kasturbai had not much faith in his
remedies and she challenged Gandhi to give up those articles. "You
are mistaken," said Gandhi. "If I was ailing and the doctor advised
me to give up these or any other articles, I should unhesitatingly do
so. But there! Without any medical advice, I give up salt and pulses
for one year, whether you do so or not."
Kasturbai was shocked. She pleaded with Gandhi to take back
the vow and promised to abstain from salt and pulses. He would not